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A Message from the President…A Message from the President…A Message from the President…A Message from the President…    

       I am again looking for-

ward to our club meeting. I 

hope to see you there.  The 

Yavapai Amateur Radio Club 

exists to serve you. Please 

participate. Our program 

committee works hard to give 

you a variety of interesting 

programs for meeting nights. 

This month will be interesting I am sure, as we learn about 

the amateur radio satellites.  

    I was sure that last month’s program would be good, 

and it certainly was. Bud N7CW always engages us with 

his stories of being the DX via the Voodoo Contest 

Group. May’s program was no exception. How do you 

guys do it, Bud? Now can you do a version that will inter-

est my XYL in getting licensed, please? 

    June means “Field Day”, and we are having the event 

at the Granite Mountain Middle School. We hope to be 

operating at least three modes for the event. I failed to 

have a sign-up sheet at the May meeting, so will do so at 

this meeting. We want to know how many operators we 

can count on. This includes you techs who have not tried 

HF. You can work 10M or with the help of a control op-

erator, work the other bands. The club will be providing 

hot dogs and hamburgers and “fixins” for Field Day. Eve-

rything else will be pot-luck. If you need a little help in 

deciding what to bring for the picnic, we will have a sign-

up sheet with columns for side dishes, deserts, casseroles, 

deserts, salads and deserts. No, that’s not a hint.  Please 

plan on spending a little time at least with us for Field 

Day, even if you are hosting or participating in another 

event.  

    That’s all for now.  See you at the meeting, Thursday, 

June 6th. Bring a friend! Also, don’t miss our guest 

speaker, Rick Tejera. 

73...Don Bauer,WB7TPH 

 
      
 
 
    This month’s pro-

gram at the club 

meeting will be about 

the “OSCAR” amateur 

radio satellites. It 

should be very inter-

esting. Rick Tejera is 

coming up from the 

valley to present 

“Rocket Science 201”, 

so that those of us 

who don’t know what 

makes these birds 

tick can learn. Please welcome Rick, and bring 

a friend (a science nut, even). 

Oscar-1                     
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Welcome to the Yavapai Welcome to the Yavapai Welcome to the Yavapai 

Amateur Radio ClubAmateur Radio ClubAmateur Radio Club   

    The Yavapai Amateur Radio Club 

(YARC) is an ARRL affiliated Spe-

cial Service Club.  The club partici-

pates in many activities in the tri-city 

area by providing communications 

for local events, emergency commu-

nications, and promotion of the hobby 

throughout the community.                                       

    Membership in the YARC is open 

to any interested amateur or non-

amateur alike. Dues are $20.00/year 

(Full-time students $15).  The YARC 

meets at 7:00 p.m. local time on the 

first Thursday of every month in the 

Technology Room 404, at the Granite 

Mountain Middle School, 1800 Wil-

liamson Valley Road in Prescott.  It is 

about ½ mile north of Iron Springs 

road, and all amateurs and non-

amateurs as well are invited.  Pro-

grams of interest are included as part 

of the meeting.  

   The weekly Net is held every 

Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. local time on 

146.880- repeater.  All amateurs are 

invited to participate, and visitors are 

always welcome.  

   The Yavapai County ARES/

RACES Net is held on Monday 

nights approximately at 7:00 p.m. 

local time on the 145.290- repeater on 

Mingus Mountain.  A PL of 127.3 is 

required.  

                Club RepeaterClub RepeaterClub Repeater 

The YARC 146.880- repeater is lo-

cated on the hill above Willow Creek 

road and requires a PL of 100.0 Hz.  

Our deepest gratitude to Bill Kafka, 

W2YAV, (SK) for allowing us to ac-

quire the original club  repeater.   ■ 

Minutes of April 25, 2013 Board Meeting 
         at Coco’s Restaurant, Prescott, Arizona 

 

 

  Present: WB7TPH, AE7CG, W7HAM, WB7RRQ, AD7YR, 

KD5VRW 

The meeting was called to order by WB7TPH at 1817 MST. 

Agenda: 

1. New Expenses: WB7TPH announced a total for recent expenditures of 

$222.69. He mentioned specific expenses like: cookies for the general meeting; 

dinner for out-of-town speakers; repeater software; and yellow YARC signs on 

the Granite Mountain Middle School campus. The board approved of paying the 

total of expenses. 

2. Policies and Procedures Document: Regarding the expense of paying for the 

dinners of out-of-town speakers, KD5VRW asked whether the practice was justi-

fied in the by-laws. If the practice is not justified in the by-laws, then should the 

by-laws be amended? AD7YR suggested that the club develop a Policies and 

Procedures document aside from the by-laws. Such a document would be easier 

to amend than the by-laws. AD7YR made a motion that such a document be de-

veloped. W7HAM seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously to ap-

prove the motion. The document would have to provide procedures for adding, 

deleting, and amending existing document language. The document would re-

quire a vote of approval by the general membership. 

3. Club Projector: Since W7BJ was not present, the issue of the club acquiring 

its own projector (for PowerPoint presentations) was tabled for the time being. 

4. Outreach: A brief discussion about YARC outreach to schools and retirement 

homes took place. W7BJ has several relevant suggestions which will be consid-

ered in the near future. 

5. Donated Gear: WB7TPH reported that the club has received a donation of 

equipment and cash from the disposition of an estate. The equipment includes a 

Kenwood R-2000 receiver; an external loudspeaker; a Yaesu FT-990 transceiver; 

and an Astron power supply. WB7TPH estimated the approximate new value of 

the equipment to be in the range of $2,500 to $3,000. The cash donation was for 

$200. The board discussed how to dispose of the equipment. Based on AD7YR's 

motion, the board agreed to offer the sale of the equipment to any club member 

at auction (if there is more than a single bidder)  at a mutually acceptable price. 

If no club member wanted any of the equipment, then it would be sold on the 

open market; or another alternative would be for the club to retain the equipment 

for use as a club station.   

6. Rescheduling the July 2013 General Meeting: WB7TPH mentioned that the 

first Thursday in July 2013 falls on the July 4 national legal holiday. KD5VRW 

made a motion that the club by-laws be consulted to ascertain whether the board 

has the authority to reschedule the general meeting date to July 11, 2013. 

AD7YR seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously to approve the mo-

tion. 
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   Minutes of May 2, 2013 General Meeting      
at Granite Mountain Middle School, Prescott, Arizona 

7. Publicity for YARC Field Day: KD5VRW reported a 

conversation with KB7TRE regarding publicity for Field Day 

2013. The board agreed that local officials and dignitaries 

should be invited to the Granite Mountain Middle School 

(GMMS) site. A special invitation should be issued to Mrs. 

Stephanie Hillig, the GMMS principal (who has been named 

principal of Prescott High School starting July 1, 2013 — 

soon after Field Day). She has been  especially supportive of 

amateur radio. 

8. Adjournment: WB7TPH adjourned the meeting at 1920 

MST. 

Respectfully submitted by 

Loren Singh — AE7CG 

YARC Secretary 

 

 

    The meeting was called to order by WB7TPH at 1902 

MST, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 

All who were present did self-introductions. Visitors were 

welcomed. 

    WB9VGJ made a motion to approve the minutes of the 

April 4, 2013 general meeting as published in the May 2013 

issue of the club newsletter. K6VVR seconded the motion. 

The motion was unanimously approved by acclamation. 

    K6VVR made a motion to approve the treasurer's report as 

published in May 2013 issue of the club newsletter. AD7YR 

seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved 

by acclamation.  

    New members John Blitch (KE7D), Steven Stock 

(WAØA), and John Conrad (NO7N) submitted applications 

for membership. WB9VGJ made a motion to approve their 

applications. WB6ODR seconded the motion. The motion 

was unanimously approved by acclamation. 

Committee Reports: 

1. Event Communications: WA6ZZJ reported about the 

Whiskey Off-road event. A total of 40 ham radio operators 

provided communications, of whom 5 were new to public 

event operating. WA6ZZJ also mentioned the 35th Whiskey 

Row Marathon event, as well as the MS-150 Ride the Vortex 

event to be held in the Verde Valley. For the latter event, the 

plan will be to have 25 operators from YARC together with 

20 operators from the Verde Valley Amateur Radio Associa-

tion (VVARA) to provide communications coverage. 

WA6ZZJ also mentioned other forthcoming operating 

events up to October 2013. KV8TD asked that YARC espe-

cially thank WA6ZZJ for organizing ham radio participation 

in so many public events. A rousing round of applause was 

rendered. 

2. Newsletter: AC6AA reported that all was well with the 

Yavapai Signal. 

3. Shirts: K6VVR explained a pending order for shirts 

with blue fabric and yellow lettering. 

4. Repeaters: K6VVR explained that the club's 2M re-

peater is currently connected to dipole antennas and pointed 

in one direction towards the Costco site in Prescott. He said 

that it is necessary to have someone climb the antenna tower 

to rotate the antennas for all-direction coverage. K6VVR 

also mentioned that the club has a backup repeater that is 

now being bench tested.  

5. T-Hunt: K6VVR announced the upcoming t-hunt on 

May 5, 2013 at 1300 MST at the Arizona State Credit Union 

parking lot at Gail Gardner Way and Willow Creek Road in 

Prescott. The event will last approximately two hours. 

6. Elmering: N7CW reported that elmering efforts are go-

ing well. 

7. School Radio Club: KB7TRE reported that K7GMG 

activities are winding down for the school year. 

8. VEC Testing: WB9VGJ announced that there would be 

17 candidates taking ham radio license tests on May 3, 2013 

at 1800 MST at the Jeep Posse Building in Prescott. Other 

test dates will be August 2 and November 1. 

9. Ham Radio License Plates: WB7RFY explained the 

current situation regarding ham radio license plates. 

W7BNW mentioned that Andy Tobin is a Paulden neighbor, 

and might be able to bring up in the state legislature the is-

sue of revenue sharing between the state Motor Vehicle De-

partment (MVD) and the amateur radio community. KV8TD 

asked about the process for applying for ham radio license 

plates. WB7TPH explained how the Service Arizona data-

base can be used. 

10. License Test Preparation Class: KD5VRW discussed the 

most recent class. WB9VGJ, N5RO, and AD7YR were in-

structors. There were 7 students studying to take the Techni-

cian class amateur radio license examination. 
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YARC Officers for 2013 

       President                      Vice President 

 Don Bauer, WB7TPH            Open Position   

        president@w7yrc.org      vice.president@w7yrc.org 

                 Secretary                        Treasurer 

        Loren Singh, AE7CG       David Hanson, W7BJ 

secretary@w7yrc.org       treasurer@w7yrc.org 

   
Board of Directors (includes Club Officers)  

Creighton Grotbeck -- AD7YR  

                     Ralph Gendron -- W7HAM           

                     Bob Rosevear -- WB7RRQ                

                     Roger Nash -- KD5VRW  

  

Newsletter Editor: Joe Oliver, AC6AA 

        Need Cards Checked for          Need Cards Checked for          Need Cards Checked for          Need Cards Checked for  

ARRL Operating Awards?ARRL Operating Awards?ARRL Operating Awards?ARRL Operating Awards?    

  Jim Zimmerman, N6KZ can check your QSL  cards  

for DXCC, WAS, VUCC,  WAC, etc. 

  For information contact Jim at:  (928) 713-0542. 

            Jim’s QTH is at:  778 Grapevine Lane,                    

               Prescott, AZ  86305. 

Old Business: 

1. Field Day: WB7TPH discussed YARC's June 2013 Field 

Day participation. The club will provide hamburgers, hot 

dogs, and sodas for the picnic. At the next meeting, WB7TPH 

will have a potluck list and a radio operator list for sign-ups. 

YARC's participation in this year's event will be on June 22, 

2013. 

New Business: 

1. July General Meeting Date: Because the first Thursday 

in July falls on July 4 — a national legal holiday, the YARC 

general meeting will instead be held on the second Thursday 

in July, which will be on July 11. This change was approved 

by the board of directors. Notice of the change will be sent 

via email and will also be posted on the club website. 

2. Donation of Equipment: WB7TPH announced that a resi-

dent of Prescott Valley has donated equipment to the club 

including a Yaesu transceiver and Kenwood receiver. The 

equipment will be sold at auction to interested club members. 

If there is no such interest, then the club will either sell it on 

the open market or retain it for use as a club station. 

3. Antenna Dismantling: K7SEN mentioned that a ham 

acquaintance has a tower and tri-band beam antenna free to 

anyone who will dismantle the equipment and haul it away.  

4. Antenna Donation: NO7N donated two antennas to the 

club: a gap vertical, and a Butternut vertical. The club will 

sell the antennas for the highest bid. So far, a $350 bid has 

been made. 

5. KE7NAP (SK): Club vice president Ellis S. Rackoff 

passed away on April 30, 2013. K7POF announced the time 

and place where a memorial service would be held. 

WB7TPH called for a moment of silence in remembrance of 

Ellis. 

6. Adjournment: WB7TPH adjourned the general meeting 

at 1943 MST. 

50-50 Drawing: KF7RXR drew the winning ticket 3949Ø6. 

KF6SPS was the lucky winner of $39.50. 

Program and Speaker: Bud Semon, N7CW, “Twenty Years of 

Voo Doo Radio” 

1. Ham Radio Contesting in West Africa: CQ Worldwide 

DX Contest–CW, is usually held on Thanksgiving weekend. 

It is the biggest ham radio contest. 

2. There is an article in the May 2013 issue of CQ maga-

zine about the Voo Doo contest group. 

3. The group has been operating in West Africa for the 

past 19 years. 

4. The pattern has been for the group to operate in the 

same country for two successive years, and then to move the 

operating location to another West African country. 

5. Station EL2A operated from Monrovia, Liberia in 2012 

and achieved 4th place. It amassed a total of 33,517,605 

points.  

6. Of great assistance to the group was Dickson, EL2DT, a 

Liberian ham radio operator. 

Respectfully submitted by 

Loren Singh — AE7CG 

YARC Secretary 
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 By Bob Smith, WB6ODR   

    Let me start by saying, 

I first met Ellis about 15 

years ago, shortly after I 

moved here from San 

Diego.  I joined a Toast-

masters club locally in 

the first month I lived 

here.  I had visited this 

club several years earlier 

on a visit to my wife's 

relatives.  In a very short 

while I met the Area 

Governor for our Toastmasters club and it was Ellis.  

He was sighted then and we hit it off very well.  In 

fact he wanted me to take on the Area Governorship 

when his term in office was finished.  Ellis explained 

to me what the job entailed, driving to Havasu City, 

AZ, and spending the night there, so he could visit 

that club for an early morning meeting.  Then he told 

me about the club in Payson and another in Kingman.  

Ellis could put all those miles to good use with the 

sales job he was doing at the time but I explained to 

him that I could not handle all that driving.  He un-

derstood and let me off.  

     As we continued our path in Toastmasters, he de-

veloped diabetes that eventually took his eyesight.  

Ellis was a great speaker in Toastmasters and worked 

very hard to make the Prescott Valley club success-

ful.  As his eye sight failed more and more, he and 

his wife Sandy of 40 plus years would take trips 

around the nation and the world for that matter.  He 

always seemed to be in his element and never took 

anything for granted.  Eventually, he and Sandy left 

the Prescott Valley club and joined the same Toast-

masters club that I belonged to -- Prescott Toastmas-

ters club number 104.  By now he was totally blind 

but still fulfilled any job needed at our club meetings. 

      One day when I came in the door for a meeting 

he told me he wanted to get his ham radio license.  I 

told him that there was some studying needed and I 

would help if I could.  Ellis enrolled in a course with 

Handy Hams, graduated and was issued his call sign 

of KE7NAP. 

      As you remember, he was elected to the position 

of Vice President of the Yavapai Amateur Radio 

Club and did just about anything asked, except read 

something.  He asked me or someone sitting close by 

what the numbers were on his 50/50 tickets and was 

just tickled when he won one night when I was there.  

Many of us have given Ellis a ride to a meeting 

somewhere or other and he always offered to drive if 

we were tired.  Knowing it was in jest, the comment 

always got a laugh. 

    At the memorial held for Ellis Rackoff, there was 

standing room only.  It was asked by some of the 

neighbors next to the Ruffner Waklin Funeral Home, 

“Who is the very important person in there?”  Most 

of us just said, “A most unforgettable man!” 

73 and Rest in Peace dear friend, 

Bob Smith WB6ODR    

 

         ELLIS RACKOFF DTM (DISTINGUISHED TOASTMASTER) KE7NAP  

                                                                                FEBRUARY 2, 1946 TO APRIL 30, 2013 

   Ellis Rackoff, KE7NAP   

  Silent Key 
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         Yavapai Amateur Radio Club    

        PO Box 11994                    

Prescott, AZ  86304-1994 

  
TREASURER'S  

REPORT  General Repeater  

  April 2013  Fund  Fund    

       
BEGINNING CASH BALANCE - March 31, 2013  7,430.71  1,925.41   

       

 Dues - Dean W Sheeley not yet new 18.00  2.00   

 Dues - David Drown WN7L  18.00  2.00   

 Dues - Susan Drown KF7ANT  0.00  0.00   

 Dues - Gary Taylor AL3L  18.00  2.00   

 Dues - Paul Compton WA7US  18.00  2.00   

 Dues - Tom Griswold WN7E  36.00  4.00   

 Dues - Gail Griswold K7YTI  0.00  0.00   

 Dues - Bob Sitterley K7POF  18.00  2.00   

 Dues - Linda Sitterley W7POF  0.00  0.00   

 Dues - Owen "Buz" Mills K7GST  36.00  4.00   

 Dues - Bruce Jaeger KE7TDR  54.00  6.00   

 Dues - Jack Garner KB7HH  18.00  2.00   

 Dues - Andre Doyon KF5FSK  18.00  2.00   

 Dues - Albert Crook KD7MTJ  18.00  2.00   

 Dues - Rod Scott KF7TZX  18.00  2.00   

 ARRL – Bruce Jaeger KE7TDR  111.00    

 Donation – Emil Platisha memory KQ6LU  200.00    

 50/50 Raffle   94.00    

 50/50 Raffle – Richard Bozeat KE7DTR  (47.00)   

 Interest Income    0.08   

       
 TOTAL INCOME   646.00  32.08   

       

 Tiger Technologies - Web hosting dr cd  83.40    

 David Passell - Cookies 1159  15.60    

 
Don Bauer - Dinner program 
speakers 1160  32.34    

 Pete Morrison - Repeater software  1161   109.35   

 Pete Morrison - Dewey swap meet 1161  65.00    

 ARRL - Membership renewal 1162  109.00    

       
 TOTAL EXPENSES   305.34  109.35   

       
ENDING CASH BALANCE - April 30, 2013  7,771.37  1,848.14   

       

       

Signature: ____________________________ 
Date: 

5/1/2013    

           David B Hanson, W7BJ, Treasurer     
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By Lloyd, WA6ZZJ 

YARC EVENT COMMUNICATIONS...YARC EVENT COMMUNICATIONS...YARC EVENT COMMUNICATIONS...YARC EVENT COMMUNICATIONS... ticipants, over 150 volunteers and community collabora-
tors made the 35th Annual Whiskey Row Marathon a 

memorable event. 

THE MS-150 RIDE THE VORTEX BICYCLE 

RIDE... 

    At 7:00 a.m. on Saturday morning, May 18th, approxi-

mately 750 bicycle riders were lined up, at the Verde Val-

ley Fairgrounds, to begin the MS-150 Ride the Vortex 

event in the Verde Valley.  They were set to do either a 90 

mile, 70 mile or 60 mile ride of their choice.  The route 

took riders through some of the scenic areas of the Verde 

Valley.  On Sunday morning the riders were once again 

lined up to begin another ride.  This time their choice was 

either a 50 mile or 35 mile ride on slightly different routes 

from Saturday.  

    Communications on this event was another joint venture 

with both YARC and the VVARA providing operators to 

man the different Rest Stop locations along with the SAG 

vehicles that patrolled the route to pick up tired riders, as-

sist with fixing tires and mechanical problems as well as 

track down some riders who may have gotten misplaced. 

    Saturday had 17 operators attending to the different lo-

cations and on Sunday with the ride distance shortened the 

number dropped to 15.  Once again, our participation was 

greatly appreciated by the event organizers. 

    Participation in these public service events provides an 

opportunity to practice communications skills that would 

be used during an emergency and to test equipment and 

techniques.  Think of these events as an opportunity to 

build, enhance, and practice your communications skills 

under real “out in the field” conditions, albeit not a real 

emergency.  We look at them as 'planned emergencies'...  

Also, these events have at least one and sometimes more 

charities that benefit from our communications involve-

ment. 

    This winds down our first part of the year event com-

munications schedule.  I want to thank all members who 

have stepped up to assist with the communications on 

these events.   So far this year, we have seen some new 

members getting involved and hope to see more yet when 

our 'second season' starts (see following page)....  Events 

like these cannot be covered without the dedication of the 

operators involved..... 

 

 

 

WHISKEY OFF ROAD THREE 

DAY  MOUNTA IN  B IKE 

EVENT... 

    On Friday, Saturday and Sunday April 26, 27 and 28 

Event Communications was provided for the Whiskey Off 

Road Mountain Bike Event in Prescott.  This was the third 

year of the event being a three day operation.  YARC 

members stepped up to cover the necessary communica-

tions locations to provide for the safety of the participants.  

Just under 2000 riders were expected to take part in the 

overall event. 

    On Friday the 15 mile fun ride went smoothly with one 

incident where a cyclist had to be transported to the medi-

cal tent and eventually to the hospital.  It appeared to be 

more of a health issue and not a ride related incident.   The 

Fat Tire Criterium races were Friday evening.  These are 

races on a closed course on city streets with some fast 

speeds, tight corners and close racing action. 

    On Saturday the 50 and 25 mile rides made for more of 

a hectic day as far as radio traffic and incidents were con-

cerned.  There were a few injuries for transportation and 

mechanical problems, but nothing really major.   

    Sunday in the pro race, with fewer rider on the course, 

things went much smoother and the event wrapped up ear-

lier in the day. 

    Overall, there were 40 amateur radio operators involved 

in this three day event..  13 worked all three days, 10 

worked two days and 16 one day. 

WHISKEY ROW MARATHON... 

    Event communications for the 35th running of the 

Whiskey Row Marathon came off smoothly on Saturday, 

May 4, 2013.  This is a long standing YARC event of 15 

years assisting the Prescott YMCA.   

    This from the Prescott YMCA:  On behalf of the Pres-

cott YMCA and the Whiskey Row Marathon Committee, 

we send our sincere gratitude for your support and gener-

osity of radio communications.  Our nearly 2000 race par-
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                                Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events . 

• June 6, 2013 - YARC General Meeting 

• June 22 - 23, 2013 - Field Day 

• July 11, 2013 - YARC Meeting (rescheduled due to 

July 4th Holiday). 

• July 19 & 20, 2013 - ARCA/Williams Hamfest 

• August 2, 2013 - License Test  Session at Jeep 

Posse Building, in Pioneer Park. 

 

    By Don Bauer,  WB7TPH 

    The next license test session is Friday Au-

gust 2, 2013, at 6:00 PM at the Jeep Posse 

Building, in Pioneer Park. Please, if you are 

coming to the test, bring a check made out to 

“ARRL/VEC” or exact cash in the amount of 

$15.00. It speeds things along so much if we 

don’t have to make change. As of this writing, 

there is no class scheduled prior to the testing. 

If you want a class, give Roger an email at 

classes@w7yrc.org. If there is sufficient inter-

est, we can see if a class is possible.  ■ 

  

      

    If you need assistance, we want 

to help you. If you are just starting 

out in ham radio, or simply have 

run across something that you 

could use a hand with... technical 

assistance or answers to questions 

about  the Yavapai Amateur Radio 

Club, are available from knowledgeable club mem-

bers. 

                   Don’t Hesitate to Ask for Help!!  

               CALL: 

           Bud Semon, N7CW at:  (928) 771- 8267 

                                  or 

         Jim Zimmerman, N6KZ at (928) 713- 0542 

 

The upcoming YARC Event Communications schedule 

so far for the rest of 2013 is: 

September 7th (Saturday), 2013 The March of Dimes 

March for Babies 

This is another long standing event for YARC's communi-

cations.  We will not be taking commitments for some 

time on this event, but do put it on your calendar... 

September 15th (Sunday), 2013    The Skull Valley Loop 

Challenge 

Another event to put on your calendar... 

September 29th (Saturday)    The Groom Creek Classic 

Plan ahead  -  Patti. KD7VBG, will coordinate this event. 

October 4th (Friday) and 5th (Saturday)   The Prescott 

Road Rally 

This is another big event.  Bob, KC8BOB, and his crew 

put this one together. 

October 19th (Saturday)   The Step Out Walk to Stop 

Diabetes. 

John, WB9VGJ, will coordinate this event.  ■ 

I 
f you've ever worked for a boss who reacts before 

getting the facts and thinking things through, you will 

love this! 

    Arcelor-Mittal Steel, feeling it was time for a shakeup, 

hired a new CEO. The new boss was determined to rid 

the company of all slackers. 

    On a tour of the facilities, the CEO noticed a guy lean-

ing against a wall. The room was full of workers and he 

wanted to let them know that he meant business. He 

asked the guy, "How much money do you make a 

week?" A little surprised, the young man looked at him 

and said, "I make $400 a week. Why?" The CEO said, 

"Wait right here." He walked back to his office, came 

back in two minutes, and handed the guy $1,600 in 

cash and said, "Here's four weeks' pay. Now GET OUT 

and don't come back."  

    Feeling pretty good about himself the CEO looked 

around the room and asked, "Does anyone want to tell 

me what that goof-ball did here?" 

    From across the room a voice said, "Pizza delivery guy 

from Domino's".   ■ 
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      Club contacts - At a Glance    

President - WB7TPH   president@w7yrc.org  

Vice President -               vice.president@w7yrc.org  

Secretary - AE7CG   secretary@w7yrc.org  

Treasurer - W7BJ   treasurer@w7yrc.org  

Board Member - AD7YR cgrobeck@gmail.com 

Board Member - W7HAM smokey7@cableone.net 

Board Member - WB7RRQ  rosevear520@cableone.net 

Board Member - KD5VRW  rnpublic@sbcglobal.net  

Arizona WAC Administrator  az.wac@w7yrc.org  

Ask Elmer for Help   ask.elmer@w7yrc.org  

Badges    badges@w7yrc.org 

Field Day Chairman   field.day@w7yrc.org  

Fox Hunts    fox.hunt@w7yrc.org  

License Classes   classes@w7yrc.org  

Mail List   yarc_mail@w7yrc.org 

Membership Application membership@w7yrc.org  

Net Manager   net.manager@w7yrc.org 

Newsletter Editor  newsletter@w7yrc.org  

Program Inputs   programs@w7yrc.org  

Public Information Officer pio@w7yrc.org 

Public Service - DEC                public.service@w7yrc.org  

Repeater Trustee  repeater@w7yrc.org  

Special Events    special.event@w7yrc.org  

VE Test Liaison   testing@w7yrc.org  

YARC Party Coordinator  yarc.party@w7yrc.org      

Information    info@w7yrc.org  

Webmaster   yarc@w7yrc.org  

Webmaster    w7yrc@w7yrc.org  

Webmaster      webmaster@w7yrc.org 

          May 2013 FoxhuntMay 2013 FoxhuntMay 2013 FoxhuntMay 2013 Foxhunt 

         By John Broughton, WB9VGJ 

  . 

    The monthly foxhunt was held May 

5th. Mike, WA7ARK hid the transmitters. He hid 

them in the parking lot at Abia Judd Elementary 

School, which is adjacent to Granite Mountain Middle 

School. 

Once again we had a good turnout of hunters: 

1. Dennis, KF7INF. 

2. Diane, KE7ODP, Pete, K6VVR and Roy, 

AD7FW, riding along as an observer. 

3. Bob, WB6ODR, and Frank, KF7ANX. 

4. Brian, W7BNW and Dave, W7BJ. 

    It was a very good hunt. It was a fast hunt with the 

winner, Dennis, KF7INF finding the primary trans-

mitter in about half an hour. Pete, K6VVR tied with 

Dennis for first, and allowed Dennis to be declared 

the winner as Pete had won former hunts. W7BJ came 

in third. 

    Unfortunately, Jeff, WB7RFY, and I did not finish. 

We had a problem with Jeff’s beam antenna. We were 

getting stronger signals on his mobile whip antenna 

than we were getting on the beam, so we were unable 

to affectively hunt the transmitter. 

    Thanks to all the hunters who participated!! 

    The hunt for the secondary transmitter was chal-

lenging. It was very well hidden in a small log which 

was put in amongst several dead branches used to 

block off a trail shortcut. Most of the hunters spent a 

bit of time all around it, knowing they were very close 

to it, before they found it. 

    There are no pictures of this month’s hunt because 

Jeff and I did not finish and we met all the other par-

ticipants at Denny’s; we did not go to the site where 

the transmitters were hidden. 

    Mike was somewhat devious hiding the secondary 

transmitter. He laid it down on its side on top of the 

metal roof of structure to shade parked vehicles. He said 

he enjoyed watching folks hunt for the transmitter, as 

they’d had a strong signal as they approached the struc-

ture, then a very weak signal as they went under it and 

then a strong signal again as the came out from under it. 

He said they all looked into a nearby garbage can and a 

solitary bush near the transmitter. It is tricks like this that 

make hunting hidden transmitters more challenging. Hats 

off to Mike for his ingenuity. 

    We would encourage more folks to get involved in the 

hidden transmitter hunts. They are really fun and help 

develop direction-finding skills. 

73, 

John, WB9VGJ 
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    Central Electronics was started by Wes Schum, in the proverbial Chicago base-
ment, in 1950. At the time, it was about the only company concentrating on ad-
vanced, phasing-type, SSB exciters for hams. The first one, the ten-watt (PEP) 
10A, used a string of receiving tubes on all bands 160 to 10, derating power 
somewhat at the high end.  

    The 10A improved on an earlier product, from another company, that was called the SSB Junior. Your oc-
casional 10A turns up at swap meets. It has no VFO, just crystals, and bandswitching is done by opening up 
a little door and changing coils. It's in a funky little grey box, with MULTIPHASE EXCITER in large letters 
across half the left side of the radio, flanking two sine waves that are most definitely 90 degrees out of phase.  

    The 10A was followed in 1954 by an improved version, the 10B, in a slightly larger box, and the 20A, a 
higher-powered version with more features. It has a band switch, and at the top there is a magic-eye tube. 
There is an accessory VFO, the 458, though converted surplus VFOs were used as well.  

    The Central Electronics transmitters that everyone wants today are the later 100V and 200V. These are 
classics, perhaps as close to the state of the vacuum-tube art as anything made. For a start, the rig is com-
pletely broadbanded, like a no-tune ricebox of today. That's right. You don't have to tune your transmitter. Of 
course, this means that the load must be pretty close to 50-75 ohms, as with modern rigs. I suppose you 
could use an antenna tuner, and lose a bit on the convenience side.  

    The PA, using the ultra-linear 6550 audio tubes in class AB1, is rated at 100W PEP on both radios. The 
CE200V is a somewhat later version of the 100V, with the same basic design but a lot of new tubes and fea-
tures, giving it just about every bell and whistle anyone ever put into a tube transmitter.  

    Both the 100V and 200V come in a heavy, impressive box, classic Collins grey, with a simplified control 
layout of two knobs, a turret dial, and two knobs. Other controls are behind two sturdy, spring-loaded doors. 
They're pretty much all set-and-forget. There's also an accessory signal analyzer scope in a matching box.  

    The PTO has a very fine tuning step for a tube radio. To its left is a large meter, to its right a nifty modula-
tion 'scope. This rig cost $800 in 1950s money, more than a lot of used cars, and you still needed a receiver. 
It was probably worth it, though. People will hock their children for these now. It's a great rig, if not one for the 
faint hearted. It's probably hell to work on, but it's a thing of beauty.  

    At the time, the broadband coupler in the PA output circuit was regarded as black magic. Engineers for 
other companies would open up their 200Vs and try to see what made these couplers work. CE, however, 
had potted the whole thing in what looked a bit like dirty cement, requiring its total destruction to get to the 
guts. One was rewarded by a few bent, useless coils, which by then looked as if a car had run them over. 
There must have been a few 200Vs around with permanently tuned outputs, since CE would not replace 
these couplers without a darn good reason.  

        Central Electronics 
      From “Boat Anchor Manufacturers”,  at          

http://www.ominous-valve.com/ba-mfrs.html 
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Finally, there was a matching desktop linear, the 600L, with a single 813 in class AB2 running about 600W 
PEP. Yes, this was broadband too, in and out. You still didn't tune your radio. Think about these beautiful tube 
rigs, designed in the late 50s, the next time someone tells you what an advance the no-tune riceboxes were.  

In 1959, Central Electronics became wholly owned subsidiary of Zenith, with Schum staying on as a VP. Ze-
nith management probably had trouble relating to such a high-end, low-volume product. These were definitely 
engineer's radios, and consequently they sold to a niche market.  

According to one of my sources, Zenith was really after Central's patents on phase-shift networks. These al-
lowed a great simplification in the chroma demodulators of Zenith TV sets, eliminating four tube sections com-
pared to RCA's design. In 1962, with patent rights firmly in hand, and only about 500 200Vs sold, Zenith abruptly dis-
continued the entire CE line, terminating it with extreme prejudice. There were wails of grief from hams, but that was 
that.   ■ 

  What is  Field 

Day? 

    Field Day had its be-

ginnings in June 1933. 

An announcement in 

QST stated that starting on the second Saturday  in 

June at 4 p.m., there would be an opportunity to go 

out into the field with portable gear and contact as 

many stations as possible. The goal was to test port-

ables, wherever they may be available, to score the 

event, and if successful, to make it an annual con-

test. Prior to 1933, a special license was required to 

operate portable. These licenses had call sign suf-

fixes starting with ZZ.   

    The 1933 Field day was successful enough that 

subsequent Field Days were established. Changes 

such as the date, scoring system, etc. were made 

over the years until they resemble our current rules. 

    On the fourth weekend of June of each year, radio 

amateurs from all over the U.S. and Canada gather 

together with their clubs, groups, or friends to oper-

ate from remote locations. The ARRL Field Day is 

the most popular on-the-air event held annually. It is 

an opportunity to learn to operate in abnormal condi-

tions, while trying to work as many other stations as 

possible. Besides being a contest, Field Day is an 

opportune time for a picnic, a campout, to practice 

for emergencies, and to have a lot of fun. 

    A description of the 2013 ARRL Field Day and 

contest rules may be found at: http://www.arrl.org/

field-day .  ■ 

  2013 ARCA / WILLIAMS HAMFEST 

    JULY 19 & 20, 2013 

Presented by the Amateur  Radio Council of Arizona    

 and the City of Williams  

Celebrating 10 Years of Williams Hamfests 

    WILLIAMS RODEO GROUNDS, 800 RODEO ROAD, WILLIAMS, AZ      

             GATES OPEN AT 5 P.M. THURSDAY JULY 18 FOR SET-UP. 

                     HAMFEST OPENS AT DAWN FRIDAY, JULY 19. 

                            FREE ADMISSION! 

MAIN PRIZES 

Grand Prize - Yaesu FT-857D HF/6M+2M+70CM Mobile 

Second Prize - MFJ 259B Antenna Analyzer 

Third Prize - Heil PRO-SET6 Boom Mic Headset 

Fourth Prize - BAOFENG UV5R HT VHF/UHF 

Early Bird - Diamond MR-77 2M/440 Mob Ant Mag 

 

PRIZES 

DOOR PRIZES EVERY HOUR 

RAFFLE TICKETS 

$2.00 Each, 3 for $5.00 or 60 for $100.00 

 

MEETINGS, SEMINARS, ACTIVITIES, 

COMMERCIAL VENDORS, HUGE SWAP, 

VE TESTS, BAR-B-QUE DINNER, 

SUNDAY GRAND CANYON TRAIN TRIP 

 

FOR RESERVATION INFORMATION 

Visit the ARCA Web Site       www.arca-az.org 

Amateur Radio Council of Arizona 
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    Weekly Breakfasts 

                   

   

 

 Wed. Morning  Breakfast:                                                               

7:00 a.m. at 

  Iron Horse Restaurant               
(Hwy 89 in Chino Valley)  

   (N 34º43’56.5”  W112º27’15.4”)  

informal – all are invited                                                                     

 Breakfast at Masonic Lodge:               
3rd Saturday of each Month  
 at 9:00 a.m.                                                                                                   

     (1280 Willow Creek Road,  

2nd Floor; above Bank of America)  
      informal – all are invited                                                                                                                               

 

Freq. PL Location Owner/

Club 
Auto-

Patch 
     Links Vo 

IP 
    Notes: 

52.560- 100.0 Mt. Union N7NGM   IRLP Node 3301 

144.390 Simplex      APRS- www.aprs.fi 

145.290- 127.3 Mingus Mtn. K7YCA       ARES/RACES 

145.350- 162.2 Wildflower W7QHC    Dawn 

146.760- 131.8 Hayden Peak N7SKO    WECOM INC 

146.780-   91.5 Bill Williams Mtn. K7NAZ     IRLP BWMRC LITZ, 3178 

146.880- 100.0 Prescott Heights W7YRC       YARC 

146.920- 162.2 Mount Ord W7MDY    ARA 

146.980- 162.2 Mt. Elden W7ARA       ARA 

147.000+ 162.2 Mingus Mt. K7MRG        MMRG 

147.140+ 162.2 Mt. Elden W7ARA      ARA 

147.220+ 162.2 Mingus Mtn W7EI       VVARA LITZ 

147.260+ 103.5 Mt. Union K7YCA       ARES/RACES 

147.260+ 127.3 Mt. Francis K7YCA    ARES/RACES 

147.360+ 162.2 Mt. Ord W7MDY    ARA 

442.150+ 100.0 Mingus Mtn WA7UID       MMRG 

448.475- 100 Mt. Elden W7ARA    ARA 

448.875- 100.0 Mt. Elden W7ARA      ARA 

449.250- 192.8 Chino Valley K7POF     

927.0875- 151.4 Mingus Mtn WB7BYV     

927.3875- 151.4 Prescott WB7BYV   Echo ARA 

446.025 Simplex  N7NGM   Echo  

                  Area Repeaters  

* Location data (per WGS84) provided   

  by Fred Zimmermann, N7PJN      

  For more Repeater Information & Listings refer     

to:  ●  www.w7ara.org/Web/  
 ●  www.azrepeaters.net   

 ●  www.azfreqcoord.org/listings.htm 

YAVAPAI AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

P.O. BOX 11994 

PRESCOTT, AZ 86304 

 

 

Visit us on the web at http://www.w7yrc.org 

 

Many thanks to Dick Hughes, W6CCD, our Webmaster 

 

         T-Hunt Frequencies:              

Primary - 145.100 MHz                

Secondary - 146.565 

Y.A.R.C.  IRLP NODE         
Node Number 3182 

146.100 MHz    No PL Tone  


