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        Greetings to all. We have been hav-

ing some pretty good turn-outs for our 

meetings lately. Thank you to everyone 

who has braved the weather (whatever it 

is). But, that reminds me of a concern. It 

seems that several (OK, a bunch) of you 

have not availed yourselves of the 

YARC_mail. We have this monthly 

newsletter for most of the club business, 

but there are times when announcements and information 

must be exchanged more rapidly. The YARC_mail email 

list is the vehicle for that purpose. If you are not subscribed, 

or not sure, send Dick W6CCD an email to subscribe; web-

master@w7yrc.org 

     

   Thanks to Bob WB7RRQ, here is a link to a pretty neat 

look at amateur radio and the ARRL. Click here: ARRL at 

100: A Century of Ham Radio - YouTube   ARRL is, of 

course, celebrating their 100th birthday this year.  

 

    Our special event club, the Granite Mountain Hotshots 

Memorial Radio Club, N7GMH is off preparing for the 

June 30 memorial operation. We are signing up folks who 

want to help operate the special event station. See Doug 

KV8TD for the sign-up list. We need to have a planning 

session pretty soon, and I think an initial meeting of those 

who have already signed up will be after the program at this 

months meeting. If we briefly get input from the group, we 

can create a committee to follow through with details. So, if 

you have signed up for the GMHMRC, please plan to stay a 

little while after the meeting and program.  

 

    I am looking forward to the presentation at our March 

meeting. Bud N7CW will be telling us about his latest DX 

adventure. I don’t know if the Peru trip was with the Voo-

Doo club or another group, but Bud’s talks are always a 

treat. And, Bud has promised to prepare a future program 

on using logging programs and Logbook of the World. This 

is a subject several people have asked about, so let’s en-

courage Bud to do this presentation soon. 

 

 

 

     
                     By Don Bauer, WB7TPH 

          

     Following our March business meeting we will 

have our own Bud Semon N7CW tell us about his 

recent DXpedition to Peru. Bud has been going to 

Africa for several years as a member of the Voo-

Doo DX group, so this should be a real change of 

pace for our veteran pile-up chaser. Bud’s pro-

grams are always a treat, so be sure to attend. 

 

   I hope to see you at our March meeting. That is 

March 6th at 7:00 PM. Mark your calendar. 

Don, WB7TPH  ■ 
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Welcome to the Yavapai Amateur Radio Welcome to the Yavapai Amateur Radio Welcome to the Yavapai Amateur Radio 

ClubClubClub   

    The Yavapai Amateur Radio Club (YARC) is an 

ARRL affiliated Special Service Club.  The club par-

ticipates in many activities in the tri-city area by pro-

viding communications for local events, emergency 

communications, and promotion of the hobby through-

out the community.                                       

    Membership in the YARC is open to any interested 

amateur or non-amateur alike. Dues are $20.00/year 

(Full-time students $15).  The YARC meets at 7:00 

p.m. local time on the first Thursday of every month in 

the Technology Room 404, at the Granite Mountain 

Middle School, 1800 Williamson Valley Road in Pres-

cott.  It is about ½ mile north of Iron Springs road, and 

all amateurs and non-amateurs as well are invited.  

Programs of interest are included as part of the meet-

ing.  

   The weekly Net is held every Wednesday at 7:00 

p.m. local time on 146.880- repeater.  All amateurs are 

invited to participate, and visitors are always welcome.  

   The Yavapai County ARES/RACES Net is held on 

Monday nights approximately at 7:00 p.m. local time 

on the 145.290- repeater on Mingus Mountain.  A PL 

of 127.3 is required.  

                            Club RepeaterClub RepeaterClub Repeater 

The YARC 146.880- repeater is located on the hill 

above Willow Creek road and requires a PL of 100.0 

Hz.  Our deepest gratitude to Bill Kafka, W2YAV, 

(SK) for allowing us to acquire the original club  re-

peater.   ■ 

 

         

  Membership Count: 

      1st Thurs. in January….…. ..184 

      Gain/Loss.....…...…….......…+5 

      1st Thurs. in February…….. 189   

 

             Minutes of February 6, 2014             

  General Meeting                                         
at Granite Mountain Middle School, Prescott, Arizona 

  

 

 

Meeting was called to order by 

WB7TPH at 18:57 hours, and the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was 

recited by all present. 

Introductions: WB7TPH asked for 

all new hams and guests to stand 

and identify themselves. 

Minutes: WB7TPH asked for a motion to approve the 

minutes of the January 2nd, 2014 general meeting as pub-

lished in the “Yavapai signal”. Motion was made by 

K6VVR, and seconded by WB9VGJ. The motion was 

approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: WB7TPH asked for a motion to 

approve the Treasurer’s report as published in the 

“Yavapai signal”. Motion was made by WB9VGJ and 

seconded by K6VVR. The motion was approved. 

New membership applications: 

Ryan Anthony Sallee, KG7GLR 

Mike Helsing, KB7ORC 

Tracy Wiederaenders, KG7GLH 

Tim Wiederaenders (pending lic) 

Ronald Wane Shimek, KF7VGN 

Arthur George Zeller, KD6JEG 

Marie Anne Somers, KG6GIQ 

John Albert Smith (pending license) 

Committee Reports: 

Event Communications: WA6ZZJ reported the Sedona 

marathon had 2627 runners and walkers form 44 states; 9 

countries; 80 competitors came from Japan, the oldest of 

which was an 85 year old male. 

Upcoming Events: 

• Three day Whiskey Off Road Bike  Race - April 

25, 26,a& 27. 
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• Whisky Row Marathon - May third. 

• Chino Valley Grinder - May third. KC8BOB coor-

dinating. 

• MS 150 Bicycle event - May seventeenth through 

eighteenth. 

• New Groom Creek Mountain Mayhem - May 

twenty-fourth. 

Newsletter:  AC6AA - Nothing to report. 

Badges and Patches: W7BJ - Nothing to report. 

Repeater: K6VVR - Repeater in good working order, we 

require licensing for new repeater. 

Shirts: K6VVR - reported that two new shirts are waiting 

for the purchasers to pick up from him. 

Fox hunt: K6VVR - the next Fox hunt starts at 13:00 Sat-

urday February 8th  

Elmers: N7CW - reported everything is fine; 80 people 

representing W1AW/7 across the state of Arizona. 

School club: KB7TRE - said four students interested in 

joining K7GMG and are studying for the licensing exam. 

Request $60 in funding for statehood day operation. 

Moved by WB7VGJ and seconded by W7HAM. Ap-

proved by membership. 

VE Testing: WB7TPH - Next VE testing is on May 3rd    

ARCA:  WB7TPH - received updated flyer for Williams 

Ham Fest July 18-19 2014; Convention dinner Saturday 

night at 18:00. There will be prizes at the Ham Fest; grand 

prize is a Yaesu FT-857D. 

 Please begin spring cleaning at home for YARC booth; 

we need stuff to sell.  

 

Old Business 

• WB7TPH: February 22nd holiday Sweetheart party; 

$22 per person at Stone Ridge Country Club. 

• Granite Mountain Hotshots Memorial Club now 
has call N7GMH. Doug, KV8TD, is looking for 
members interested in operating at the GMH me-

morial on June 30, 2014. 

New Business 

• KV8TD: non club affiliated event, looking for op-
erators to work from grand canyon airport flight 

museum June 7-8th for Museum Ship Weekend. 

• WB7TPH: contacted by KG7DKC on January 15th 
while atop Granite Mountain operating SOTA on 2 

and 10 meters. Congratulations on activating peak. 

• WH6EAL: asked for assistance in the up and com-
ing School Club Roundup, operating as N7ERU 

from Embry-Riddle. 

• KE8DM awarded to Jim N6KZ a DXCC card 

checker certificate of appreciation. 

• KI7AH: thanked the elmers for all their help. 

Adjournment: WB7TPH adjourned the meeting at 19:57 

hours. 

50/50 Drawing: The winning ticket No. 531919. AI1K 

won $43 Dollars. 

2013-2014 Repeater directories donated by KE8DM, 

were drawn; winners were N6ZK, KG7GLQ, and 

KG7EWD. 

Program:  

The program was presented by Robert Spencer KE8DM, 

ARRL Arizona Section Manager.  Rev. Spencer dis-

cussed the ARRL 100th anniversary centennial, and the 

state of amateur radio today. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Forrest Murdoch, WH6EAL 

YARC Secretary 

           Spring Cleaning Time! 

    Start saving ham stuff for the 

Williams Hamfest.  YARC will 

have a booth, and we will need 

stuff to sell. 

    You can bring donations to the 

club meetings or let Don Bauer know that you have 

items to donate. We can make arrangements to 

pick up. 
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By Lloyd, WA6ZZJ 

still being worked out and we should have more informa-

tion soon. 

The rest of the 2014 Event Communications schedule so 

far is as follows: 

� Friday, Saturday and Sunday, April 25, 26, 27, 

2014 will be the three day Whiskey Off Road 

mountain bike event in Prescott.  They are antici-

pating close to 2000 riders this year so our com-

munications will be very important to the success 

of this event.  Signups started at the February 

YARC meeting. 

� Saturday, May 3, 2014 is the 36th running of the 

Whiskey Row Marathon in Prescott.  This year 

there are new race times with the marathon begin-

ning at 7:00 a.m. Signups started at the Febru-

ary YARC meeting. 

� Saturday, May 3, 2014 (New) will be the Chino 

Valley Grinder.  With it being on the same day as 

the Whiskey Row Marathon, Bob Thompson, 

KC8BOB, has stepped up to coordinate this event. 

� Saturday and Sunday, May 17, 18, 2014 is the 

MS-150 bicycle event once again in the Verde 

Valley.  As with the Sedona Marathon, we will be 

looking for support from the VVARA on this two 

day operation.  Signups will begin at the March 

YARC meeting. 

� Saturday, May 24, 2014 (New) will be the Groom 

Creek 'Mountain Mayhem' event.  This will be a 

bicycle event in Groom Creek.  Patti Halgunseth, 

KD7VBG, will be coordinating this event.  More 

information to follow as available. 

� Saturday, September 6, 2014 will be the tentative 

date for the March of Dimes March for Babies in 

Prescott. 

    Some of the dates may be subject to change and more 

events will be added, but this is the schedule so far… 

    Public service events are another setting where emer-

gency communicators can practice teamwork and refine 

their confidence.  Many public service events involve op-

erators supporting and coordinating outdoor events such as 

Marathons, Walks and Bike Rides/Races while communi-

cating between each other using hand-helds or mobile/

                 SPECIAL  EVENT              

 COMMUNICATIONS..... 

 

   SEDONA MARATHON… 

   The temperature was in the 30's 

at 0900 on Saturday, February 1st 

when runners were lining up to 

begin the 9th Annual Sedona Mara-

thon.  The full marathon, 1/2 mara-

thon, 10K and 5K races were 

started at 5 minute intervals.  The 

marathon winner came in at 2:46:20 with second place 

about 2 minutes behind.  The final runner/walker fin-

ished at 1615 in the afternoon. 

    Here are a few details from the event that may be of 

interest. First, 2,627 runners and walkers registered. Of 

those, 224 participated in the Full Marathon, 793 ran the 

Half Marathon, 580 tested themselves on the 10K course, 

and 717 covered the 5K track. There were 44 states rep-

resented among the participants and runners from 9 

countries also joined us, including 80 from Japan! The 

race’s most elderly runner was a Japanese gentleman 

who was 85 years old! The other countries include Can-

ada, Korea, Great Britain, Sweden, South Africa, Af-

ghanistan, Brazil and New Zealand. 

    Twenty six amateur radio operators took part in pro-

viding the communications for the event.  They were 

located at 9 Aid Stations, the Marathon turn around, 3 

Course Marshal vehicles and Net Control.  Of the twenty 

six participating, 13 were signed up through the VVARA 

and 13 through YARC so it was an even 50 - 50 split 

between clubs this year which was encouraging.  Also, 

on this event there were several 'first timers' getting in-

volved in Event Communications.  They all stepped in 

and did an excellent job. 

    Thanks to all who participated in the communications 

for this year's event.  The 10th Annual Sedona Marathon 

will be January 31, 2015.  Put the date on your calen-

dar.... 

    Another new event is being added to the 2014 calen-

dar.  It will be 'Mountain Mayhem' a bicycle event in 

Groom Creek on Saturday, May 24, 2014.  Details are 
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                                Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events                                   

• April 25, 26, 27, 2014 - Whiskey Off Road mountain 

bike event in Prescott. 

• May 3, 2014 - License Test Session. 

• May 3, 2014 - Whiskey Row Marathon. 

• May 17,18, 2014 - MS-150 Bicycle event. 

• May 24, 2014 - Groom Creek “Mountain Mayhem” 

event. 

 Need Cards Checked for  ARRL       Need Cards Checked for  ARRL       Need Cards Checked for  ARRL       Need Cards Checked for  ARRL      

Operating   Awards?Operating   Awards?Operating   Awards?Operating   Awards?    

      Jim Zimmerman, N6KZ can check your QSL  

cards  for DXCC, WAS, VUCC,  WAC, etc. 

   For information contact Jim at: (928) 713-0542. 

         Jim’s QTH is at:  778 Grapevine Lane,                    

             Prescott, AZ  86305. 

 

 

    If you need assistance, we 

want to help you. If you are just 

starting out in ham radio, or sim-

ply have run across something 

that you could use a hand with... 

technical assistance or answers 

to questions about  the Yavapai 

Amateur Radio Club, are avail-

able from knowledgeable club members. 

                   Don’t Hesitate to Ask for Help!!  

               CALL: 

           Bud Semon, N7CW at:  (928) 771- 8267 

                                  or 

         Jim Zimmerman, N6KZ at (928) 713- 0542 

 

Plan to Join the ARRL or Renew               

Membership ? 

    Download the ARRL Club Membership 
application from the YARC Website.  Com-
plete the Application and return it to the 
Treasurer with the application fee. 
 
    There is no extra cost to you, and our club 
gets to retain a portion of the dues. 

Like to Submit an Article for 

the Yavapai Signal? 

Share your experiences and/or knowl-

edge with other club members. 

Deadline for a submission is the 21st of 

the month.  

portable stations set up in the field. These outdoor opera-

tors are typically supported by Net Control Stations.  Pub-

lic service events are excellent settings for practicing and 

refining skills on passing informal traffic, juggling 

amongst multiple operating frequencies, outfitting oneself 

with radio and personal equipment to comfortably operate 

in the field for a sustained period -- all while enjoying and 

participating in a community event. 

    In summary, training activities and community service 

participation allow you to try new methods for all commu-

nication activities in a non threatening environment with 

the added advantage of having fun while you work at 

them.   

    Some of you could be another of the 'first timers' and be 

assigned with veteran communicators to see how it gets 

done. 

    Check your calendars and be ready to sign up at the 

March and April meetings.....  ■ 

 

 

Erin Go Bragh - 

Saint Patrick's 

Day 
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YARC Officers for 2014 

    President                      Vice President 

 Don Bauer, WB7TPH      Rex Mauldin, N7NGM  

           president@w7yrc.org    vice.president@w7yrc.org 

                Secretary                           Treasurer 

      Forrest Murdock, WH6EAL    David Hanson, W7BJ       

secretary@w7yrc.org           treasurer@w7yrc.org 

   

Board of Directors (includes Club Officers)  

 Creighton Grotbeck -- AD7YR  

                        Ralph Gendron -- W7HAM           

                        Bob Rosevear -- WB7RRQ 

                        Tom Griswold --  WN7E           

 

Newsletter Editor: Joe Oliver, AC6AA 

  newsletter@w7yrc.org 

 

 

    By Don Bauer, WB7TPH           

      Our first testing session for 2014 
was on Saturday, February 8th,.  We 
had a good turn-out of candidates and 
VEs. A big thanks to everyone who turned out to 
help. The next chance to get licensed or upgrade will 
be May 3, 2014. 
 
   Some statistics from this test session: 
       A total of 12 new licenses were earned. 
 7 people earned technician licenses 
 4 earned general licenses 
 1 earned amateur extra class 

                   By Rex Mauldin/N7NGM 

    Originally, for this month of App Chat, I was going to 

discuss in a 3-part series the application called Echolink 

and then transition into IRLP, but a comment by a club 

member at last month’s meeting caused me to make the 

decision to tell you why I am writing about Apple prod-

ucts and not Android at this time. 

     As it so happens, I am using a 3G iPhone that was 

given to me by Wolfgang Teichmann, DL3SEX of Ger-

many during one of his many trips to our area . This old 

phone does not have the SIMM chip in it which enables 

it to make phone calls. He kept his chip when he up-

graded to a newer phone. This old phone of his is now 

operating as a small iPad, and is what I am using to dis-

cover the various ham related applications that I am 

writing about.  Incidentally, it is through Echolink that I 

met him which goes to show you the value of being in-

volved in Echolink. 

    With this device, I have discovered so many applica-

tions relating to ham radio that I expect to be busy writ-

ing future articles for the newsletter for at least the next 

three years or more as more applications are produced. 

In future articles I will be writing about ham license ex-

ams, RTTY, packet, Echolink, IRLP, code readers, sat-

ellite tracking programs, DX clusters and much more. I 

have found many other applications that are not about 

ham radio but are of interest regardless as they relate to 

GPS, mapping, solar activity and so on which are many 

areas of interest to ham operators. 

    Now, on to Echolink. For more detailed information 

about Echolink, I would suggest that 

you take a look at the web site, 

www.echolink.org which will pro-

vide much more detail than I can 

cover in this series and answer more 

questions than I can cover in this 

article. As a quick explanation, as it 

relates to the iphone/ipad, with the 

application downloaded onto your 

phone, you can access stations that 

are operating on Echolink which look 

                           APP CHAT 
something like Fig. 1 which shows a connection I made to 

IRLP node 9369.   

    There are stations that in effect cross-band between 

Echolink and IRLP. This can come in handy in certain 

cases which I will cover later on. This should be a good 

start for you to grasp an understanding of Echolink and a 

good place for me to end this edition of App Chat.  ■ 

         Figure 1 
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                      By Dean Sheeley, KG7DKC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   This simple work holder keeps everything in proper alignment when soldering Anderson Powerpoles. I 

made the work holder from an old 2 x 4 cut about 1 1/2” square and 6” long. I made a 22 1/2 degree cut on 

one end, and attached a 3/4” black binder clip as shown in the picture. The arc on the end of the Powerpole 

contact, seats nicely on the rolled edge of the binder clip, for proper alignment. The Rubber bands are used 

on the opposite end of the work holder to hold both electrical conductors in place.  ■ 

           MEDICARE COVERAGE IN A NUTSHELL 

    The phone rings and the lady of the house answers, 'Hello.' 'Mrs. Sanders, please. 'Speaking.'  'Mrs. 

Sanders, this is Doctor Jones at Saint Agnes Laboratory. When you husband's doctor sent his biopsy to the 

lab last week, a biopsy from another Mr. Sanders arrived as well. We are now uncertain which one belongs 

to your husband. Frankly, either way the results are not too good.' 

 

'What do you mean?' Mrs. Sanders asks nervously. 'Well, one of the specimens tested positive for Alz-

heimer's and the other one tested positive for HIV. We can't tell which is which.' 'That's dreadful! Can you do 

the test again?' questioned Mrs. Sanders. 'Normally we can, but Medicare will only pay for these expensive 

tests one time.'  

 

'Well, what am I supposed to do now?' 

'The folks at Medicare recommend that you drop your husband off somewhere in the middle of town. If he 

finds his way home, don't sleep with him.'  ■ 



 

                                                                                           9        YAVAPAI  SIGNAL           March 2014  

       Club contacts - At a Glance   

President - WB7TPH    president@w7yrc.org  

Vice President -            vice.president@w7yrc.org  

Secretary - AE7CG           secretary@w7yrc.org  

Treasurer - W7BJ            treasurer@w7yrc.org  

Board Member - AD7YR         cgrobeck@gmail.com 

Board Member - W7HAM       smokey7@cableone.net 

Board Member - WB7RRQ     rosevear520@cableone.net 

Board Member -  WN7E  mrgriz@cableone.net  

Arizona WAC Administrator   az.wac@w7yrc.org  

Ask Elmer for Help            ask.elmer@w7yrc.org  

Badges             badges@w7yrc.org 

Field Day Chairman            field.day@w7yrc.org  

Fox Hunts             fox.hunt@w7yrc.org  

License Classes            classes@w7yrc.org  

Mail List            yarc_mail@w7yrc.org 

Membership Application          membership@w7yrc.org  

Net Manager            net.manager@w7yrc.org 

Newsletter Editor           newsletter@w7yrc.org  

Program Inputs            programs@w7yrc.org  

Public Information Officer       pio@w7yrc.org 

Public Service - DEC            public.service@w7yrc.org  

Repeater Trustee           repeater@w7yrc.org  

Special Events             special.event@w7yrc.org  

VE Test Liaison            testing@w7yrc.org  

YARC Party Coordinator        yarc.party@w7yrc.org      

Information             info@w7yrc.org  

Webmaster            yarc@w7yrc.org  

Webmaster             w7yrc@w7yrc.org  

Webmaster               webmaster@w7yrc.org 

 

                     By John Broughton, WB9VGJ 

     The monthly foxhunt was 

held Sunday, February 9th. 

Bryan, W7BNW, and Dave, 

W7BJ, were the foxes. The 

transmitters were hidden near a 

ball field west of Commerce Drive and south of Pioneer 

Parkway. 

The teams of hunters were: 

1. Bob, WB6ODR, Frank, KF7ANX, and Richard, 

KE7DTR. 

2. Mike, WA7ARK, and Ron, K7RK. 

3. Pete, K6VVR, Patrick, KG7EWD, and Diane, 

KE7ODP. 

4. Jeff, WB7RFY, Forrest, WH6EAL, and I. 

    We had new hunters on the hunt: Richard, KE7DTR, 

and Ron, K7RJ. It is always good to see more hams par-

ticipating.  

    The weather was very nice. The foxes were a little craft-

ier on this hunt and hid two transmitters in addition to the 

primary transmitter. It made the hunt more challenging 

and interesting. However, the battery died in the third 

transmitter after the winning team found it, so the other 

teams did not get a chance to look for it. That was too bad 

as it was difficult to find. The power was just 5 mW, so 

even when the hunters were very close to it, the S meter 

reading was lower than the hunters were used to. This 

complicated finding the transmitter; WB7RFY and I 

looked at it several times before knowing we were looking 

at it. 

    The winners of the hunt were Forrest, WH6EAL, Jeff, 

WB7RFY, and I, WB9VGJ.  We informally named our 

team Team Forrest as Forrest had good intuition in what 

area the transmitters might be hidden, enabling us to be 

first to find them. 

    All teams found the transmitters. It is always good when 

all teams find the transmitters. It was a successful hunt and 

the participants had a good time. 

    We had our usual after-hunt get-together at Denny’s; 

the social aspects of the hunts are as enjoyable as the ac-

tual hunts. 

    You can see pictures of the hunt at: http://

tinyurl.com/YARCFeb2014Foxhunt 

    Thanks to Bryan, W7BNW, for supplying several 

of the pictures. 

    If you want to see them in a slideshow, just click on 

the slideshow icon above the pictures (Be aware the 

thumbnails cover part of the bottom of the picture.). Or, 

you can view them simply by clicking on the first picture 

then navigating through them. 

    We would encourage more folks to get involved in the 

hidden transmitter hunts. They are really fun and help 

develop direction-finding skills.  ■ 
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        Reprinted from San Francisco Radio Club's          

       "Nuts & Volts" Newsletter  

    A call comes into the St. Lawrence County 911 emer-

gency call center. Dispatcher sits up and is prepared to 

handle another crisis . The dispatcher answers and a voice 

of a young child is on the other end of the phone, probably 

no older than 3 or 4 years old. Expecting the worst, the 

dispatcher is relieved, but somewhat annoyed to find that 

the child is only playing. 

    Too young to know better, the child continues to call 

throughout the day. Turns out, the child has gotten hold of 

an old, discarded, obsolete, deactivated cell phone. Little 

do the parents of this child know, but deactivated cell 

phones are still capable of making emergency 911 calls. 

The phones retain this capability as long as the battery is 

charged. This function is a safety measure and the sur-

charge that is on everyone's cell phone bill goes to provide 

this service.  

    So the moral of the story is: As long as the cell phone 

has a SIM card, an adequate signal to a cell tower, and 

enough charge in its battery, a distress call to 911 is possi-

ble. 

    Often, when someone calls 911 in error, they quickly 

hang up the phone, thinking they may get in trouble. If 

you or your children do accidently call 911 do not hang up 

but stay on the line and tell the dispatcher that the call was 

made in error. If the caller hangs up the dispatchers then 

have to go through the process of tracking down the caller 

to determine if it is an actual emergency or not. Currently, 

the dispatchers often receive innocent "hang-up" calls that 

are made from deactivated cell phones in error but they are 

then distracted from their duties in determining if it was an 

emergency or not. This can be avoided if the caller stays 

on the line and explains that the call was made in error. No 

harm done. Parents need to be especially aware of this is-

sue and educate their children on the importance of calling 

911 and how it should only be used in an actual emer-

gency.  ■ 

 

     Deactivated Cell Phones 

Can still Reach Out and Call 

  IT'S CHEAPER TO BE A HAM!  

                              By Chip, W1YW 

    Is it expensive to become a ham? The news is that the 

answer is ‘no’, and its actually GONE DOWN over 

time. Here’s a summary of some research I’ve done 

since 2011. 

 

    First I used ebay, qrz, and craigslist, and the internet

(in general) to find the price(including PS's) of opera-

tional HF transceivers circa 1970 or later. This is the 

year (actually 1969-1971) when the Japanese started 

flooding the market with cheap transceivers, putting 

Hallicrafters, Hammarlund, National, (later Swan, 

Heathkit, and Drake)and many others out of business. 

There were lots of Trios and FT-1xxs, and Swans and 

National NCX's and Heath SB and HW's and IC-7xx's, 

and so on. 

 

    I found 860 used transceivers (80-10m, no QRP), 

selected for an ‘all in’ cost of less than $400, and then 

wanted to see how expensive it is for someone as an HF 

entry in ham radio in the US. Here’s the percentage 

breakdown of those used radios (with some roundoff): 

 

$100 or less: 19% 

$101-$200: 39% 

$201-$300: 28% 

$301-$400: 14% 

 

    I then went and priced out NEW HT’s for 2M: go do 

this exercise yourself, but the cheapest are between 

$30-$50. 

 

    My conclusion: if you are a new ham, you can get 

OTA BOTH HF and VHF (UHF?) for a TYPICAL 

cost of between $200-$250. 

 

    My anecdotal estimate for (crappy) used gear getting 

started in 1971-1972 would be around $1100 in today’s 

dollars for a (no HT’s, btw, only TR-22’s and bricks) 

used gear entry. 

 

    What’s your experience? How can we use this news 

to help new hams come on board?   ■ 
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Reprinted from the CAARA Newsletter courtesy of  the Cape 

Ann Amateur Radio Association   

RADIO SHACK HISTORY: 

    The company was started as Radio Shack in 1921 by 

two brothers, Theodore and Milton Deutschmann, who 

wanted to provide equipment for the then-nascent field of 

amateur , or ham, radio.  The brothers opened a one-store 

retail and mail-order operation in the heart of down-town 

Boston at 46 Brattle Street, near the site of the Boston 

Massacre. They chose the name "Radio Shack," which 

was the term for a small, wooden structure that housed a 

ship's radio equipment. The Deutschmanns thought the 

name was appropriate for a store that would supply the 

needs of radio officers aboard ships, as well as "ham" ra-

dio operators. The term was already in use — and is to this 

day — by "hams" when referring to the location of their 

stations. 

    The company issued its first catalog in 1939 as it en-

tered the high-fidelity music market. In 1954, Radio Shack 

began selling its own private-label products under the 

brand name Realist, but was subsequently sued and conse-

quently changed the brand name to Realistic. After ex-

panding to nine stores plus an extensive mail-order busi-

ness, the company fell on hard times in the 1960s. Radio 

Shack was essentially bankrupt, but Charles Tandy saw 

the potential of Radio Shack and retail consumer electron-

ics and bought the company for $300,000.  

LAFAYETTE RADIO HISTORY:  

    Established in the 1920s, Lafayette Radio Electronics 

(LRE) became a thriving mail-order catalog business; the 

electronic components it sold were useful to amateur radio 

operators and electronic hobbyists in areas where such 

components were not available in local retail outlets. La-

fayette's main competitors were Radio Shack, Allied Ra-

dio, Heathkit, and "mom and pop" (independent) radio 

dealers throughout the United States. Early Lafayette Ra-

dio stores were located in Jamaica, N.Y. and Manhattan in 

the mid-1950s. The electronics kits were produced in the 

Jamaica facility. 

    Lafayette advertised heavily in major U.S. consumer 

electronics magazines of the 1960s and 1970s, particularly 

Stereo Review, High Fidelity, Audio, Popular Mechanics, 

and Popular Electronics, among others. The company    

offered a free 400-page catalog filled with descriptions of 

vast quantities of electronic gear, including microphones, 

tape recorders, speakers, and other components. 

Retail stores 

    Until the 1960s, many independent retailers in some 

markets became Lafayette Radio "Associate Stores", 

which were displaced when the company expanded. These 

stores were supported from headquarters at 111 Jericho 

Turnpike in Syosset, NY and a warehouse in Hauppauge, 

NY.   

    A limited selection of product was stocked, with full 

access to a catalog with a wide variety of parts, tubes, 

cameras, musical instruments, kits, gadgets and branded 

gear that could be ordered and delivered through the local 

store. The company made major investments in what were 

called sound rooms to demonstrate hi-fi equipment, using 

custom switch panels and acoustic treatments in an at-

tempt to duplicate a home listening environment and offer 

fair comparison with an assortment of branded hi-fi gear. 

   Managers were rewarded for maximizing gross profit 

margins and inventory "turns", which led to frequent out-

of-stock situations, often remedied by frequent cross-town 

inter-store transfers. Each store had a repair shop on site 

with a part-time technician. Some locations had multiple 

full-time service technicians. Others had service depart-

ments that operated independently of the store but under 

the same ownership. Stores ranged in size from 2000 to 

5,000 square feet (460 m2). 

    By the late 1970s, Lafayette expanded to major markets 
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across the country, struggling to compete with Radio 

Shack, which was purchased by Tandy Leather Co. in 

1963. Lafayette ran into major financial difficulty when 

the FCC authorized a new Citizens Band ("CB") spectrum 

with 40 channels. Lafayette's buyers had firm commit-

ments to accept delivery of thousands of the older design 

units, and were not able to liquidate the inventory without 

taking a serious loss. Eventually, all of the old CB radios 

were sold for under $40. 

    With fewer than 

100 stores, far fewer 

than the aggressively 

expanding Radio 

Shack's thousands of 

local outlets, Lafay-

ette Radio remained 

more of a dedicated 

enthusiasts' store than 

a mass marketer. The 

company was also 

hurt by the advent of 

electronics retailers 

relying on aggressive 

marketing techniques 

and competitive pric-

ing in the late 1970s. Many experienced managers de-

parted. Formerly a national chain, the remaining Lafayette 

stores in the state of New York closed by the end of 1981. 

    Some local Lafayette stores remained open until 1981. 

For example, the Long Branch, New Jersey store finally 

closed in the Fall of 1981. Unsold inventory was literally 

shoveled into dumpsters overnight to vacate the store. One 

store in the Trenton, NJ area went on independently to 

become known as "Laraco Electronics". Laraco had one 

retail location that served the area on Business Route 1 in 

Lawrenceville, NJ until its closing in late 2002.  

    Several Lafayette stores were purchased by Circuit City 

of Richmond, VA. In order to keep the Lafayette name, 

which was popular in New York, Circuit City changed the 

store names to "Lafayette-Circuit City". However, these 

store locations were much smaller than a standard Circuit 

City, and did not carry major appliances, which Circuit 

City carried at the time.  ■ 

 

 

Comprehending Engineers-  
 

    There was an engineer who had an exceptional gift for 

fixing all things mechanical. After serving his company 

loyally for over 30 years, he happily retired. Several years 

later the company contacted him regarding a seemingly 

impossible problem they were having with one of their 

multimillion dollar machines. They had tried everything 

and everyone else to get the machine to work but to no 

avail.  In desperation, they called on the retired engineer 

who had solved so many of their problems in the past.  

 

    The engineer reluctantly took the challenge.  He spent a 

day studying the huge machine. At the end of the day, he 

marked a small "x" in chalk on a particular component of 

the machine and stated, "This is where your problem is".  

The part was replaced and the machine worked perfectly 

again.  

 

    The company received a bill for $50,000 from the engi-

neer for his service. They demanded an itemized account-

ing of his charges. The engineer responded briefly: One 

chalk mark, $1.  Knowing where to put it, $49,999.  

 

    It was paid in full and the engineer retired again in 

peace. ■ 

                          ***************** 

   A pastor, a doctor and an engineer were waiting one 

morning for a particularly slow group of golfers. The engi-

neer fumed, "What's with these guys? We must have been 

waiting for 15 minutes!" The doctor chimed in, "I don't 

know, but I've never seen such ineptitude!" 

 

    The pastor said, "Hey, here comes the greens keeper. 

Let's have a word with him." [dramatic pause] "Hi George. 

Say, what's with that group ahead of us? They're rather 

slow, aren't they?" The greens keeper replied, "Oh, yes, 

that's a group of blind firefighters. They lost their sight 

saving our clubhouse from a fire last year, so we always 

let them play for free anytime."  

 

    The group was silent for a moment. The pastor said, 

That's so sad. I think I will say a special prayer for them 

tonight."  

 

    The doctor said, "Good idea. And I'm going to contact 

my ophthalmologist buddy and see if there's anything he 

can do for them."  

    The engineer said, "Why can't these guys just play at 

night?"  ■ 
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Easy HT Improvements  

                                                      By N6JSX                                           09/2013 

    We all know OEM (original equipment manufacture) HT rubber-ducky antennas are a dismal compromise, at best, 
facetiously called “helical-dummy-loads.” There are a few ways to improve your HT’ing distance and experience. First 
and foremost consider buying an after-market antenna, like the Diamond SRH77CA-SMA or RC77CA-BNC, or make a 
more economical full 1/4A BNC Brass Whip and add a Tail. I found my 2m Brass Whip to work well on 70cm too. 

    Second, is to improve the antenna’s counterpoise; an HT body is a very poor counterpoise! A product I saw decades 
ago, called the ‘Tiger-Tail’, seemed to have been the answer to this problem but it was just too easy for HAMs to repro-
duce, killing its sales. The Tail is a 1/4λ+5% counterpoise wire hung from the HT antenna connector creating a mock 
1/2λ dipole. The trick in making an affective Tail is to insure a good tight fit to the HT connector. I duplicated the Tail by 
using ring terminals but a problem with ring terminals are those darn BNC posts. I over came this by filing a small notch 
inside the ring to fit over one post, twist it around the BNC barrel and slip it over the other post. 

 

    But with the advent of HT’s going to a SMA connector the BNC post issue disappears making this Tail a 
much simpler and far easier to attach. 

The Tiger-Tail is a 1/4λ + 5% length of wire hung from the HT connector. Thomas & Betts ring-crimp-terminals: 

SMA = 1/4” eye for 14-16AWG wire (blue) T&B #14RB-14X 

BNC = 3/8” eye for 10-12 AWG wire (yellow) T&B #10RC-38X 

Black 14-16AWG stranded wire is soldered to the ring. (I do not crimp my tails but solder the tail wire to the 
ring terminal.) See Table “A” for wire lengths per band. 

 

The hardest part of using this Tail is getting the wire to hang straight. 
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                         Easy 1/4 Wave BNC Brass Whip                                    

Here is an easy ‘how-to’ make a 1/4 wave BNC whip antenna that I 
created in the 80’s. 

Parts need: 

BNC RG-58 type coax crimp connector, 3 piece.  

Brass welding/brazing rod 3/32” diameter. 

Heat shrink tube 3/32”, 1/8”, & 3/16” ~1.5” long each. 

Method of build: 

1. Cut the brass rod to table “A” plus 1 inch. 

2. On one end grind/file off enough brass to securely fit that tip into 
the center pin of the BNC. 

3. Solder the pin to this brass rod shaped end. 

4. Slide 1.5” of 3/32” heat shrink over the brass rod and just covering 
the top edge of the attached center pin and shrink. 

5. Slide 1” of 1/8” heat shrink over the 3/32” shrunk tubing just down to the 
brass rod and shrink into place. This will act as an insulting spacer to the 
BNC barrel. 

6. Slide all into the BNC barrel – insure the BNC pin protrudes well into the 
connector then slide 1.5” of 3/16” heat shrink tube over both the BNC 
barrel and rod, then shrink tight. This piece of heat shrink holds the 
whole BNC antenna together. 

7. Measure Table “A” dimension and cut to length or tune for best 
VSWR. 

8. Round off the top end of the brass rod. 

 
                  Table “A” 

NOTE: insure the BNC center pin & rod do NOT make any  

physical contact with the BNC outer housing. 

 

Making this rod whip antenna with a “SMA” connector was found to be very 

difficult and then I was leery of its durability! 

146 MHz 19.3” 

222 MHz 12.7” 

445 MHz 6.35” 

902 MHz 3.1” 

1250 MHz 2.25” 
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    Some of the HT’s sold today have different type male/female SMA connectors. All SMA-to-BNC adapters pic-

tured were bought from eBay. HT’s are most difficult to quantifiably measure antenna performance from - you will 

just have to do it the old fashion way of over the air reports flipping between using a ducky vs. Whip+Tail under 

the same conditions, to judge. 

Here are a few of my HT’s with my Whip & Tail: 

 

    If you want to use your HT mobile seek or make an over-the-edge Stainless-Steal window bracket (I de-
signed & sold this in the ‘80’s under Kuby-KommunicationsTM, but an AES copier and then MFJ copying 
killed my sales too). It was simple but effective! 

 

Never use coax length >5’ RG-174 (1/8”dia) -1.65db/10’ ; I only use RG-8x (1.4”dia) -0.4db/10’. 

    Writer BIO: Dale Kubichek, BS/MS-EET, GROL/RADAR, N6JSX - Amateur Extra; licensed in 1972. PDF of this article, 

and many more, can be found in the ‘Files’ folder “N6JSX Stuff” on my Groups: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HAM-SATs http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RDF-USA  

Copyright 2013, N6JSX Sidney, OH 

All rights reserved – only non-profits may copy or reprint. 
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    Weekly Breakfasts 

                   

   

 

 Wed. Morning  Breakfast:                                                               

7:00 a.m. at 

  Iron Horse Restaurant               
(Hwy 89 in Chino Valley)  

   (N 34º43’56.5”  W112º27’15.4”)  

informal – all are invited                                                                     

 Breakfast at Masonic Lodge:               
3rd Saturday of each Month  
 at 9:00 a.m.                                                                                                   

     (1280 Willow Creek Road,  

2nd Floor; above Bank of America)  
      informal – all are invited                                                                                                                               

 

Freq. PL Location Owner/

Club 
Auto-

Patch 
     Links Vo 

IP 
    Notes: 

52.560- 100.0 Mt. Union N7NGM   IRLP Node 3301 

144.390 Simplex      APRS- www.aprs.fi 

145.290- 127.3 Mingus Mtn. K7YCA       ARES/RACES 

145.350- 162.2 Wildflower W7QHC    Dawn 

146.760- 131.8 Hayden Peak N7SKO    WECOM INC 

146.780-   91.5 Bill Williams Mtn. K7NAZ     IRLP BWMRC LITZ, 3178 

146.880- 100.0 Prescott Heights W7YRC       YARC 

146.920- 162.2 Mount Ord W7MDY    ARA 

146.980- 162.2 Mt. Elden W7ARA       ARA 

147.000+ 162.2 Mingus Mt. K7MRG        MMRG 

147.140+ 162.2 Mt. Elden W7ARA      ARA 

147.220+ 162.2 Mingus Mtn W7EI       VVARA LITZ 

147.260+ 103.5 Mt. Union K7YCA       ARES/RACES 

147.260+ 127.3 Mt. Francis K7YCA    ARES/RACES 

147.360+ 162.2 Mt. Ord W7MDY    ARA 

442.150+ 100.0 Mingus Mtn K7MRG       MMRG 

448.475- 100 Mt. Elden W7ARA    ARA 

448.875- 100.0 Mt. Elden W7ARA      ARA 

449.250- 192.8 Chino Valley K7POF     

927.0875- 151.4 Mingus Mtn WB7BYV     

927.3875- 151.4 Prescott WB7BYV   Echo ARA 

446.025 Simplex  N7NGM   Echo  

449.7250- 107.2 Mingus Mtn K6DLP     

                  Area Repeaters  

* Location data (per WGS84) provided   

  by Fred Zimmermann, N7PJN      

  For more Repeater Information & Listings refer     

to:  ●  www.w7ara.org/Web/  
 ●  www.azrepeaters.net   

 ●  www.azfreqcoord.org/listings.htm 

YAVAPAI AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

P.O. BOX 11994 

PRESCOTT, AZ 86304 

 

 

Visit us on the web at http://www.w7yrc.org 

 

Many thanks to Dick Hughes, W6CCD, our Webmaster 

 

         T-Hunt Frequencies:              

Primary - 145.100 MHz                

Secondary - 146.565 

Y.A.R.C.  IRLP NODE         
Node Number 3182 

146.100 MHz    No PL Tone  


