
 

 

                                       The World of QRP 

 

                                 The Fun of Low Power Ham Radio 

                                       Loren C. Singh, AE7CG 

                                       Prescott Valley, Arizona 

 

                                      

 

 



 

 

                                   What is QRP? 

 

— Amateur radio communication using 5 watts or less 

 

— Any operating mode: CW, AM, SSB, FM, PSK31, etc. 

 

— Smaller, less expensive, more energy-efficient equipment 

 

— Homebrew, kit, or manufactured gear 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

QRP in a QRO World 

— Work the world, 24 x 7 x 365? 

— “Life is too short for QRP!” 

— Develop operating skills: patience, skill, determination 

— Awareness of changing band conditions 

— Surfing: “Ride the wave of QSB” 



 

 

Results can be surprising! 

 



 

 

 My first receiver, 1958: 

 

 

        

 

 



 

 

My first QRP rig, 1960: 5 watts, AM, 6M — 

 

 

 



 

 

My first HF QRP CW rig, 1970s & 1980s: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

My first 2M FM rig, 1980s & 1990s: 

 

 

 



 

 

Current gear at AE7CG:  

                                          

                  



 

 

Tuna Tin Transmitter: 

 

 



 

 

Tuna Tin Transmitter: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Altoids can form factor: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Altoids can transmitter: 

 

 

 



 

 

There are many QRP clubs and contests: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

6J6 Crystal-controlled Oscillator Transmitter: 

 

 



 

 

40M & 30M transceiver, 1-watt: 

 

 

 



 

 

N1AW Homebrew 80M Transceiver: 

 

 



 

 

 


