The World of QRP

The Fun of Low Power Ham Radio
Loren C. Singh, AE7CG
Prescott Valley, Arizona




What is QRP?
— Amateur radio communication using 5 watts or less
— Any operating mode: CW, AM, SSB, FM, PSK31, etc.
— Smaller, less expensive, more energy-efficient equipment

— Homebrew, Kkit, or manufactured gear



QRP in a QRO World

— Work the world, 24 x 7 x 3657

— “Life is too short for QRP!”

— Develop operating skills: patience, skill, determination
— Awareness of changing band conditions

— Surfing: “Ride the wave of QSB”



Results can be surprising!
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My first receiver, 1958:

"'SPACE SPANNER"
BAND SWITCHING
RECEIVER KIT

' - Modsl o Q5
B 5-243
- Thrilling Short Wave and Broadcast
Famous 2-band AC-DC receiver in easy-to-build kit form at a ve

low price. Pulls in thrilling short-wave (6 to 17 me) and stand
broadcast. It's fun listening'to' amateur, aircraft, police and

marine radio. Features highly sensitive regenerative circuit.
Bandswitch selects broadcast or short wave. Has 4* PM speaker and
beam-power output tube for glenty of volume; headphone connectors
for weak signal listening; slide switch cuts out speaker. Uses 12AT7
regenerative detector and audio ammiﬁ_er. 50C5 power output, 35W4
rectifier. Six controls: Bandspread; Main Tuning; Antenna Trimmer;
Bandswitch; Regeneration; Audio Gain. Includes tubes and all
7 x 1014 x 6", Shpg. wt. 414 lbs.

Model 5-243. '"Space Spanner™ Receiver Kit. Netonly. .. ..

$-247. Matching Cabinet for above. 21bs. Net. ... .........



My first QRP rig, 1960: 5 watts, AM, 6M —
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My first HF QRP CW rig, 1970s & 1980s:




My first 2M FM rig, 1980s & 1990s:




Current gear at AE/CG.:




Tuna Tin Transmitter:




Tuna_Tln Transmltter
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Altoids can form factor:







There are many QRP clubs and contests:

Is proud to have
Jose J. Picazo, Jr.,, WT6X
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6J6 Crystal-controlled Oscillator Transmitter:




40M & 30M transceiver, 1-watt:




N1AW Homebrew 80M Transceiver:







